
Great Exhibition of the North
Friday 22 June – Sunday 9 September 2018

NewcastleGateshead will soon be hosting the Great Exhibition of the North, a free, summer-long celebration 
of the North of England’s pioneering spirit. It will be the biggest event in England in 2018, with a packed 
programme of amazing exhibits, live performances, displays of innovation, new artworks and unforgettable 
experiences.  With a marked increase in visitors to the area, the Exhibition should also provide a significant 
opportunity for local businesses.  We hope that you will be inspired to get involved and support the event, 
taking pride in this celebration of our region.

The stunning cityscape of NewcastleGateshead will become the stage for the Exhibition, with a newly 
commissioned creative programme taking place in a range of venues and outdoor spaces. There will be 
three starting points: the iconic Sage Gateshead, BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art and the Great North 
Museum. These hubs will be connected by three trails, with the themes of Art, Design and Innovation, with 
exciting content in and around over 30 venues.

The Exhibition will commence on Friday 22 June when visitors will have the chance to experience the content 
for the first time. Venues will remain open until dusk, when audiences will be drawn to the Quayside for a 
special evening event. It will finish in style on the weekend of the 8 and 9 September with the Great North 
Run. 

With most events, exhibits and activities taking place daily, plus additional one-off performances, the 
summer will be full of new things to see and do around NewcastleGateshead. Further information about the 
programme can be found on our website www.GetNorth2018.com. 

This Exhibition belongs to everyone living in NewcastleGateshead and across the wider North. We need your 
involvement to ensure that it is a success and that it has a long-lasting legacy for the region. 

There are countless ways to get involved, from volunteering to utilising our brand toolkit, and we would 
encourage you to engage with the thousands of people who will be taking to the streets throughout the 
80 days. You can also submit your own events and activities to be promoted online through our ‘Inspired by’ 
programme. This document outlines ways in which you can add your support and help us tell our story. 

We look forward to hearing about your involvement and working with you to shine a spotlight on this diverse 
and vibrant place.

NewcastleGateshead Initiative is the lead delivery partner for Great Exhibition of the North, working closely with colleagues at 
Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums, BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, Sage Gateshead, Gateshead Council, Newcastle City 
Council, the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport and a board chaired by Sir Gary Verity.
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Opportunities to get involved
Here are some suggestions of how you can get involved and support the Exhibition:
Do you arrange events and activities which can be themed around arts, culture, design or 
innovation?
Align your event with the Great Exhibition of the North by registering it as part of our ‘Inspired by’ 
programme at www.GetNorth2018.com/inspiredby. 
Are you interested in volunteering?
Get involved in the Great Exhibition volunteering programme. Find out more and sign up at 
www.GetNorth2018.com/volunteers. 
Do you have links with local schools?
Encourage schools to get involved in the Great Exhibition Schools Programme, including school 
visits and teaching resource packs based on the themes of the Exhibition.  
www.GetNorth2018.com/schools. 
Do you work with high-profile national and international clients?
Organise trips, meetings and activities in NewcastleGateshead over the summer. The Exhibition 
offers a fantastic opportunity to impress clients, showcasing what the region and the North has to 
offer.
Do you use social media?
Connect with us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, using the 
#GetNorth2018 hashtag, and help us share what’s happening 
across the North.
Could your job inspire young people?
Upload a career video to our website, populating our online 
map, and inspire young people to pursue interesting and exciting 
careers in the North. View existing videos and upload your own 
at www.GetNorth2018.com/get-involved/schools/get-north-
careers
Do you have an interest in gaming?
Connect with us on social media and use our digital channels 
to promote your own activity. Gaming companies are invited 
to take part inJoin us at ‘1up North’, a two-week gaming expo 
taking place Monday 2 - Sunday 15 July. 1up North is free to 
attend and free to exhibit, featuring over 30 game developers 
from across the North. Register your interest at www.
GetNorth2018.com/1upnorth. 
Are you interested in emerging technology?
Explore a range of new and emerging technologies through 
a series of one-day ‘Emerging Tech’ pop-up events aimed at 
businesses and families. Find out more at www.GetNorth2018.
com/events/emerging-tech.



Are you part of the retail industry?
Provide exclusive offers over the Exhibition period, encouraging visitors to take away gifts and souvenirs. Use 
the Exhibition to show off goods which were made or designed in the North. 
Are you part of the leisure industry?
Provide exclusive offers over the Exhibition period, encouraging visitors to take part in other activities which 
will enhance their visitor experience.
Are you a food or drink manufacturer?
Create new ‘northern’ products inspired by the Great Exhibition of the North, utilising elements of the 
branding toolkit on packaging or submitting ideas to our ‘Inspired by’ programme.
Do you run a café, bar or restaurant?
Develop northern inspired menus, ‘specials’ and drinks over the Exhibition period, utilising elements of the 
branding toolkit on printed menus or submitting ideas to our ‘Inspired by’ programme.
Are you an accommodation provider?
Request a stock of Great Exhibition flyers to ensure your guests have information at their fingertips. Organise 
a staff briefing day about the Exhibition, to help your staff provide excellent customer service to guests 
wishing to explore the Great Exhibition of the North. Email info@GetNorth2018.com to request flyers. 
Are you interested in attending business events? 
Our Northern Powerhouse Business Summit will bring together businesses to reveal the wealth of industrial 
strength and employment opportunities that exist across the North. This will take place on 4 - 6 July.  
Register your interest in being part of this event at www.GetNorth2018.com/get-involved/business
This is by no means an exhaustive list and we encourage you to think of new, imaginative ways you can get 
involved in the Great Exhibition of the North.  

Show your support 
The following resources have been developed to help you get 
involved:
• Brand toolkit –be proud and help us shout about the 

Great Exhibition of the North to your clients, visitors, 
colleagues and friends. We’ve developed a fantastic toolkit 
for everyone to adopt and show your support on your 
website, social media platforms, in your venues – in fact 
anywhere you like! The bolder and bigger the better.  
www.GetNorth2018.com/get-involved/downloadable-
toolkit 

• Social media channels – connect with the Great 
Exhibition on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram (@
GetNorth2018), using the hashtag #GetNorth2018. 

• Keep updated on all the latest developments and plans, 
register for updates at www.GetNorth2018.com.

Tell us what you are doing!
We want to hear about how you, or your business, is engaging 
with the Great Exhibition of the North.  
Visit www.GetNorth2018.com/tell-us-what-youre-doing
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PARTNERS

A huge thank you to all of our partners, venues, volunteers, contributors and 
supporters who are helping to make the Great Exhibition of the North a success. 
This is a collaborative effort involving hundreds of people from across the North, 
without which the programme would not be possible. 
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